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5 Apr Board Meeting 10:00 AM
19 Apr Luncheon 11:00 AM
3 May Board Meeting 10:00 AM

19 May Counterterrorism 11:00 AM

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

19 April 2012

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

Mr Dave Mahler
President

USA Together

A Veterans Support Organization

Luncheon is $24.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions
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SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is www.
siliconvalleymoaa.org. You 

can also get to it from the national 
MOAA site: Put the cursor over 
Community, then click on Chapters 
and Councils, Council/Chapter Lo-
cator, CA, then Silicon Valley Chap-
ter. From there you may link over 
to our primary website above. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T  he TRICARE service Center 
is located on Wescoat Court, 

in Building 587,  Moffett Federal 
Airfield.  Hours are M-F 0730-
1630. Phone 1-888-874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

Some people don’t hesitate to speak 
their mind because they have 
nothing to lose. B

REPORTING DEATHS

M embers can report the 
death of a retiree locally 

through the Retiree Activity Office 
(RAO). The phone number is 650-
603-8047.

You can also notify a MOAA 
member’s death to: MOAA, Attn: 
MSC, 201 N Washington St, 
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539.

Or: Call 1-800-234-6622
Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org.
Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 

the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

APRIL SPEAKER

T he chapter’s April speaker 
will be Mr. Dave Mahler, 

President, USA Together, a vet-
erans support organization, one 
which proclaims, “You’ve served 

your country well, now allow your 
country to give back to you.” Dave 
will provide a description of his 
organization and tell how chapter 
members can provide direct sup-
port to local Veterans in need.

The appeals can be 
heartbreaking. Some examples: An 
Iraq Vet, 90% disabled, recently 
laid off, needs to move to be closer 
to family in Seaside, CA; young 
wife of gravely injured 27-yr old 
Iraq Vet dies suddenly - funeral 
expenses help needed at Salinas, 
CA; mom & dad of three, both 
disabled Marine Vets who served 
in Iraq, ask for your help with 
medical bill; Army Veteran, 2X in 
Iraq, unable to work needs help to 
repair his car’s transmission; 100% 
disabled Veteran, single mom, 
needs help with moving expenses; 
15+yr female USAF and ANG 
Veteran, MSGT, 100% disabled, 
needs help with unplanned home 
repairs; 100% disabled dad with 
2 small kids, badly needs better 
mattress for bad back.

These and many others have 
been helped directly by USA 
Together, the top winner of the 
2009 Newman’s Own Award. USA 
Together’s mission is to use the 
power of the Internet to help the 
men and women of the US military 
who have suffered life-altering 
injuries in service to their country. 
By publishing specific needs for 
goods, financial assistance and 
services, they hope to connect 
injured service members and their 
families with those who are willing 
and able to assist them. More than 
840 requests have been met to date.

According to Mahler, “We are a 
group of people, some with military 
background, others without, that 

PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE

I was elated to feel the enthu-
siasm and energy during our 

February lunch meeting. The room 
was full of vibrant conversation 
before our speaker began his in-
formative and interesting presenta-
tion about the Air Force Station at 
Mount Umunhum. Visitors, guests, 
and SVC members all learned 
about a local (now historical) Cold 
War defense capability that pro-
tected us. (Editor note – for a re-
cap of the presentation, see page 
3) While the speaker was in part 
technical, he informed us about 
the lives of those at the radar site 
overlooking Silicon Valley. Those 
“station keepers” and their families 
have been returning to this area for 
reunions.

Similarly, we who served 
during the Cold War still care about 
the folks we served with; some of 
them are our closest friends. Some 
of us have relocated many times 
or lost touch with military friends 
who moved away. Nonetheless, we 
still enjoy staying in contact with 
those who lived the lifestyle and 
whose families shared the burdens/
blessings of military life. For 
Chapter members and Auxiliaries 
interested in fellowship, our 
monthly lunches meet that need. 
Please keep coming and bring a 
potential new member with you! B

Paul Barrish
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have come together to help this 
amazing group of Americans. We 
are based in Silicon Valley and think 
that there is a power that the internet 
can bring to solving this problem.

We have no political, religious 
or other affiliation or agenda and 
represent a variety of backgrounds. We 
believe that all who have served our 
country in the military have shown 
a level of care and commitment to 
America that is to be respected and 
commended. This is our way to 
support the troops. We think that 
people helping each other directly 
has a power and sense of community 
that is unique. We think this is the 
right thing to do.”

The group cannot advertise 
every request widely due to privacy 
concerns. For example, many 
veterans suffer Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder, but worry about 
the possible social stigma of a 
mental disorder. These veterans 
need our help while maintaining 
their privacy. A 501(c)(3) (not-for-
profit organization), general fund 
has been created to address those 
special needs. 100% of the money 
donated to this fund goes to service 
members. USA Together does not 
take any overhead fees; any money 
donated for a specific request goes 
directly to that request. All operating 
costs are raised directly. Chapter 
members interested in supporting 
this organization and needy Veterans 
are encouraged to make a donation 
which will be forwarded to USA 
Together. Local volunteers are also 
needed to do community outreach 
and public relations.

Dave has been involved in high 
technology business in Silicon Valley 
since 1978. Dave was most recently a 
venture consultant for Accel Partners, 

DONATIONS

A s evidenced by the recently 
published listing of donors, 

more and more members are making 
contributions to local organizations 
identified as worthy of support, 
based on the chapter’s philanthropic 
and gratuitous donations screening 
criteria. Tax-deductible gifts make a 
real difference to the military com-
munity. Donations can be made by 
using the membership application 
form and luncheon reservation form 
published in The Bulletin.

The chapter tries to award up to 
four (4) $1,000 college/university 
scholarships annually to students 
with specific financial needs, 
with students at San Jose State 
AFROTC, Santa Clara University 
Army ROTC, and personnel from 
the San Jose Naval Support Center 
being considered for 2012.

The Silicon Valley Chapter 
fund is a special benevolent fund 

established to help meet the needs of 
local military community members 
with often desperate and immediate 
financial requirements.

The Palo Alto Fisher House 
uses chapter donations to fund non-
budgeted items which contribute to 
the quality of life for residents and 
wounded warriors, such as kitchen 
food stocks or special meals for 
low-income families.

The United Services Organization 
(USO) at San Jose International 
Airport purchases food snacks and 
beverage items for distribution to 
troops generally en-route to Fort 
Hunter Liggett and pre-deployment 
training.

Paws for Purple Hearts (PAWS) 
is a program which makes 
available dogs, often the Golden 
Retriever breed, which in turn are 
trained by patients at the Veterans 
Administration Medical Center as 
part of the therapy program.

For the first time, members will 
have an opportunity to donate to 
USA Together, a Silicon Valley-
based Veterans support organization 
serving primarily those with short-
term needs.

For further information, 
contact CAPT Lloyd McBeth, 
USN, the chapter’s treasurer, at 
telephone (408) 241-3514. B

Source: Board Minutes

where he spent 4 years evaluating 
and working with startups and has 
been a Board Director on a number 
of them. He has served as Interim 
CEO at several startups during their 
venture investment period. Prior 
to joining Accel, Dave co-founded 
Remedy Corporation (acquired by 
BMC), where he served in several 
executive posts, including: VP of 
Marketing and Sales. Prior to co-
founding Remedy, Dave spent 13 
years at Hewlett Packard, where 
he held a variety of management 
positions in R&D and Marketing. He 
holds a B.S.E.E. degree from Case 
Western Reserve University. B
Source:  Documents/Speaker Biography

FEBRUARY SPEAKER

T he chapter’s February speaker 
was Mr. Basim Jaber, a valley 

Continued on Pasge 4
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NEW THIS YEAR

native who took an extraordinary 
interest in the Almaden Air Force 
Station, by serving over time as the 
de facto photographer, historian and 
archivist. He provided an illustrated 
history of the installation including 
its mission, facilities, and the 120 
people who lived and worked there 
throughout much of the Cold War.

The prominent radar tower on 
the 3,486-foot Mt. Umunhum is 
often clearly visible to the south of 
San Jose. The cantonment area had 
room for the 85-foot radar tower, 
operations center, private housing 
for the airmen and their families, 
an officer’s club where mess dress 
dinners were held on occasion, an 
NCO club, commissary, mess hall, 
gymnasium where movies were 
shown, and bowling alley, just about 
everything residents needed for a 
comfortable existence. A reservoir 
was constructed to provide the base 
with a reliable water supply and that 
even doubled as a swimming pool.

The mission was to defend 
America’s airspace from real 
enemies. Although there was no 
threat of invasion during the time 

Almaden AFS was active, the 
airmen were able to use the radar 
to assist general aviation pilots who 
were in or close to some kind of 
trouble. The early-warning radar 
station, with its radar ranging out 
more than 250 miles, operated until 
1980.

There were no local telephones 
on site; communication was 
achieved by radio. It was not an 
isolated site for residents as there 
were three scheduled buses to 
San Jose.

Although there is serious 
contamination, efforts have been 
underway to make the area open 
to the general public although it 
could be some time before that 
happens, because of the projected 
$11 million renovation cost. B

SOURCE: Mr. Basim Jaber 

SOUTH TO ISFAHAN
Note: Chapter Auxiliary Mrs. Lynn 
Prescott offers memories when she 
accompanied her husband MAJ 

Dana Prescott, USA, a military 
attaché, to Iran in 1948-51. Edited 
for space.

I n November 1950 we were in-
vited to visit the Ghashghais 

again, this time at their beautiful 
family estate in Shiraz. Dana and 
another officer from the Army Mis-
sion were going south to the Gulf 
on an inspection trip and my friend, 
Kay, and I were able to get per-
mission to ride with them as far as 
Shiraz. Khosrow, Habib, and Kay’s 
husband, Tex, were to fly down. I 
was particularly keen about this trip 
for now I would get to see the one 
thing I had most wanted to see since 
coming to Iran:  the partially exca-
vated ruins of Persepolis north of 
Shiraz. Once again our good friend 
Mary Parrish moved over to our 
house to help look after the boys 
while we were away.

The road to the holy city of Qum 
some ninety miles south of Tehran 
was blacktop and smooth sailing. 
Fatima’s mosque at Qum has a 
beautiful golden dome that can be 
seen from miles away and fittingly 
seems somehow more feminine 

Left to Right: CAPT Paul Barrish, USN, President; CDR Ralph Hunt, USN, Director; Mrs Patricia Pogue, 
Auxiliary Liaison; Lt Col Neil Miles, USAF, Director
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A n Auxiliary, Mrs Pa-
tricia Pogue on right, 

has volunteered to be the Auxil-
iary Liaison, replacing CDR Al 
Mouns, USN, who continues as 
a Director. Mrs Pogue will be a 
non-voting Board member. B

Source: Board Minutes

CHANGES

and inviting. We knew in advance, 
though, that we would not be able 
to get permission to visit the most 
holy mosque.

After Qum the rest of our trip 
south on down to Isfahan was on 
dirt roads which were dusty as to 
be suffocating in hot dry weather. 
Fortunately, however, it had rained 
the day before, conveniently 
watering down the road for us. Much 
of the way to Isfahan lay across flat 
valley floors though we seemed 
always to be surrounded by barren 
mountains, which we occasionally 
had to climb through when the road 
couldn’t find its way between or 
around them. Despite a lot of rough 
wash-boarding it was a surprisingly 
good road considering the fact 
that the roads were maintained by 
hand labor. Trucks dumped piles 
of dirt and gravel at intervals and 
workmen would shovel it onto the 
roadway with long-handled little 
shovels not much more than 8” X 
8”. Occasionally we would pass 
a truck coming up from the Gulf. 
Most of the shipping from the 
Gulf had been shifted from camel 
caravans and donkeys to trucks and 
trains. The trucks would be stacked 
high and up over the cab with their 
loads bulging out the sides and their 
springs bent flat.

After centuries of war and 
devastation, Iran rose again to 
power and glory under the Safavid 
king, Shah Abbas (1588-1629). 
He made Isfahan one of the most 
splendid capitals of that day with 
lavish palaces and estates, beautiful 
gardens and broad avenues lined 
with sycamore trees. The bridge he 
built over the Sayandeh Rud River 
was so lovely with its many little 
rooms and archways that it caused 

a Seventeenth Century traveler to 
remark that it seemed strange to 
have to travel so far into the Middle 
East to find the most beautiful 
bridge in the world. Shah Abbas, a 
contemporary of Queen Elizabeth 
I, also established the custom of 
exchanging diplomats with the 
European nations.

We stayed in Isfahan two days 
wandering through its famous 
winding bazaar and visiting the 
palaces of Shah Abbas. The Ali 
Kapu Palace was a stack of six rooms 
on six levels, the walls and ceilings 
covered entirely with intricate 
designs. The walls and ceiling of 
the music room on the sixth floor 
were carved with little decorated 
niches that served to enhance the 
acoustics. The Ali Kapu faced a 
long rectangular square, surely one 
of the largest squares in the world. 
From its balcony Shah Abbas used 
to watch polo matches. Sometimes 
he would take part in a game on a 
horse bedecked with jewels. Each 
time he got the ball, a bugler would 
sound a call. There were other 
sports played on the square such 
as javelin throwing astride racing 
horses and sometimes more bloody 
entertainment such as turning a tiger 
loose upon a bull to tear it apart. B

Persian Version: Adventures in 
Iran by Lynn Cragin Prescott

CHAPTER WEBSITE

T he chapter has maintained a 
World Wide Web presence for 

a number of years - see www.sili-
convalleymoaa.org.

It’s an extensive site which offers 
the president’s message; chapter 

history, bylaws, and leaders; current 
and past issues of the newsletter, 
The Bulletin; general information 
about membership meetings, 
activities, special events; chapter 
and national MOAA membership 
and participation details; assistance 
with services such as obtaining 
or renewing an ID card and Space 
Available travel opportunities; a 
description of how chapter members 
serve the local and extended military 
communities including college/
university scholarships and ROTC 
program support.

A usage statistics report for 
February 2012 indicated that more 
and more people are using the site, 
with an average of 796 hits daily; 
the monthly total was 23,095 hits.

Lt. Col. Mike Sampognaro, 
USAF-Ret, a professional with 
more than 10 years of experience 
with Apple Computer and currently 
a small business operator in Morgan 
Hill, serves as web master. B

Source: Board Minutes
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MILITARY MUSEUM

S an Jose State University’s 
Burdick Military History 

Project is located in Industrial Stud-
ies 235, and its collection of 5,000 
books and other material is open 
Monday through Friday from 9:00 
to 4:30.

Books do not circulate, but 
the Project room is open to the 
public and all are welcome. B

Prof J. Roth, SJSU

COMMISSARY BARGAINS

T he banner just inside the Mof-
fett Federal Airfield Ellis 

Street gate pretty much says it all, 
“The Commissary…it’s worth the 
trip.”

A special feature the first 
weekend in March was a fresh 
seafood roadshow featuring 
salmon and cod ($5.69/pound); 
tilapia $2.99/pound); oysters 
($0.50 each); lobster tail ($9.99/
pound); shrimp ($8.99/pound); and, 
Dungeness crab ($5.99/pound). The 
display was attractive, the seafood 
very fresh or frozen, and the clerks 
were friendly and helpful.

The parking lot was full of cars 
and the store was crowded. But there 
were plenty of checkout lines and 
there was no waiting. Patrons move 
forward to the next available station 
and the baggers, who work for tips 
only, were swift and efficient. Those 
shopping during the morning hours 
found complimentary fresh coffee 
available.

Most areas in the store offer price 
bargains, such as a half-gallon of fat 
free milk  ($1.76); Yoplait yogurt 
($0.50); a large clamshell of fresh 

strawberries ($2.29); Oatnut bread 
$2.64); one pound package sliced 
lunchmeat ($3.50); and Dreyer’s ice 
cream ($2.99). 

The commissary makes 
every effort to provide a 
pleasant and profitable shopping 
experience where quality, 
quantity, service, and price are 
appreciated, and in that order. B

Source: Commissary Patron

ORD MILITARY COMMUNITY

T he drive to Monterey County 
via SR17 to Santa Cruz and 

continuing along SR1 takes the 
traveler into Steinbeck Country, ini-
tially through Watsonville and the 
setting for the author’s famous story 
of labor strife in the apple orchards, 
“In Dubious Battle,” and into Sali-
nas ,the location for “East of Eden,” 
or direct to Monterey and the site of 
“Cannery Row” and other stories.

In the late 1950s Fort Ord 
was home to the U.S. Army 
5th Infantry Division, the “Red 
Diamond” Division as depicted 
by the distinctive shoulder patch 
worn by the troops. At that time in 
history, the installation was being 
used as an infantry basic training 
center, so the firing ranges along the 
beaches were active, the old WWII 
wooden barracks still in use, and 
troops could be seen everywhere 
undergoing military training. After 
the deactivation of the 5th Division,  
the Army’s 7th Division return to 
Fort Ord.

However, the base became a 
target of the Base Realignment 
and Closure Commission (BRAC) 
process and it was ultimately closed.

Today the installation is known 
as the Ord Military Community and 
provides new housing and basic 
services for military personnel 
serving in the Monterey Bay Area, 
particularly those at the Presidio of 
Monterey and Defense Language 
Institute.

Driving south, visitors might 
want to enter on Lightfighter 
Boulevard, which for years was the 
main entrance to Fort Ord. Within 
just a mile is a large and impressive 
services complex which features 
a post exchange, commissary, 
service station, financial services, 
a recreational facility, and on the 
edge of the area a very large chapel. 
Along SR 1 are a number of discount 
retail stores.

The crown jewel of the area 
now is the campus of California 
State University Monterey Bay, 
with its mix of new modern 
buildings and some historical 
structures. Now about 10 years in 
operation, the campus hosts about 
5,000 students. High-rise student 
living structures, family quarters, 
classroom buildings, the library, 
and administration buildings are 
particularly impressive.

The contrast between the 
neighborhoods of old WWII 
barracks, the newer multistory 
concrete and glass barracks of 
the 1950s and 1960s, and the 
ultramodern university structures 
are indeed something to behold.

For those who are interested 
in the greater area and especially 
John Steinbeck, a trip into Salinas 
and visit to the beautiful Steinbeck 
Center would be in order, and likely 
a very enjoyable experience.

Source: Ord Community Briefing



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to: SVC-MOAA, P.O. Box 2, Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Date________________ Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Aux Member____
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________ Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to PAWS  $__________ Donation to USO   $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
 Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above address. Please 
complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Reserve______ Guard_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                           5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin 
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made 

to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the various funds listed above.

This Space
For Rent

This Space
For Rent

Michael Sampognaro
LTC USAF(RET)

1645 San Pedro Ave
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
www.morganhillcellars.com
408 779 7389 Fax 408 779 9083 michael@morganhillcellars.com
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Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
April 2012

                              LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL – 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on 
Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 13 April

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446
LUNCHEON PRICE - $24.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the   19 April Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________  including a donation of  $_______ for  (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS, USO, or  undesignated 
donation
Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIR-SVC

Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |


