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DECEMBER LUNCHEON SPEAKER
xperienced
European
travelers
are likely to recommend crossing
into Belgium to explore and enjoy the
picture-perfect Gothic city of Bruges. The
unique cobblestone streets and beautiful
canals have given it the nickname “Venice
of the North.” It’s a fascinating blend of
medieval
architecture
and
modern
European culture. Cycling in Bruges is the
perfect way to discover the historical center
as Bruges citizens make fanatical use of
their bikes; more than half of all incoming
visitors to the central city are cyclists.
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December 2017

21 December 2017

merry christmas to all
Col. Keith Giles

Bruges, Belgium…

The chapter’s December luncheon
meeting speaker will be Col. Keith Giles,
USAF-Ret, who will present the traditional
holiday season armchair traveler program
so many members have come to experience
and enjoy.
He will be providing an
illustrated presentation of a barge cycling
adventure from Bruges to Paris as well as
descriptions of special attractions in and
around Paris. This incredible tour goes
along rural country roads, towpaths, and
paved forest trails and occasionally a short
distance on the quintessential cobblestone
road.
The gentle waterways of Europe
meander through centuries-old villages,
past slowly spinning
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Social Hour: 11:00 AM
Luncheon:
11:45 AM
Luncheon is $26.00
See Back Page for Reservations
Form and Directions

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
7 Dec
21 Dec
4 Jan
18 Jan

Board Meeting
Luncheon
Board Meeting
Luncheon

10:30 AM
11:00 AM
10:30 AM
11:00 AM
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As this is my Swan Song writing, I want to
thank the Board for all their efforts and
accomplishments! I also want to thank all
members for being active, and especially those
who volunteered to serve on the upcoming Board.
This is a time when several of our sister
Chapters are in dire straits and are in the process
of dissolving because no member will serve on
their Board. Thus, all must continue to invite
prospective members and make attending
Chapters functions a priority.
As the end of the year approaches, and
many review their financial situation to determine
what charities they will support, I ask all of you to
consider the various military charities and
especially the education fund of our Chapter.
You may send your donation to the Chapter
Treasure. This money is used to assist deserving
local ROTC Students.
Thanks to all for your support of me during
my two term tour as your Chapter president. I
leave you with a very strong and dedicated
incoming Board.
Gil

The Chapter Board meets at the Moffett Air Traffic
Control Tower, Moffett Federal Airfield
DIRECTORS EMERITUS
Lt. Col. Jesse Craddock
CAPT Lloyd McBeth

USAF
USN

650-968-0446
408-241-3514

RETIREE ACTIVITIES OFFICE (RAO)
Bldg 587 on Wescoat Court, 650-603-8047
Bulletin Editor
Lt. Col. Mike Sampognaro, USAF
mike@sampognaro.net 408-779-7389

In Memorium
Surviving Spouse Eva A Bailey died November 5, 2017
See page 15
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DECEMBER LUNCHEON cont'd
windmills, and along pastoral paths thick with
radiant flowers and green pastures. Life on the river
or canal unfolds at a slower pace, offering a glow of
discovery burnished by the comfort of the barge and
the companionship of a small group of travelers with
apparent common interests in cycling. It was an
opportunity to experience the freedom of unpacking
just once, relaxing on the deck of a floating hotel,
being served by a devoted crew and a highly skilled
professional chef. It was the ultimate in convenience,
comfort, and conviviality.

Picardie war memorial…

Upon arrival in Paris Keith took time to view
some special attractions, “At the end of the trip I
stayed on in Paris a few days. I wanted to see things
I hadn’t seen on other trips to Paris, so I ended up
visiting the Pere Lachaise cemetery where a lot of
famous people are buried. I then took the selfguided tour of the Paris sewers. Finally, I visited the
Basilica of Saint Denis where most of French
royalty were buried.”

Typical bike-barge tour…

Keith explained, “I plan on showing slides from a
2014 trip which I hadn’t shown before. The group
would have breakfast, dinner, and sleep on the barge,
then ride bikes (provided) during the day. It was a
Dutch firm and the Dutch bikes were heavy. Since I
wasn’t able to ride as fast as the group, on the 3rd
day the guide had me rent one of their eBikes. It was
impossible for me to lift, so I let others get the bike
down from the boat in the morning and back up
again at the end of the day.”
Picardie, as the northern province of France is
called, was once the cradle of the Gothic period
which can be seen in the various places visited.
Picardie and especially the area around the Somme
River carry the scars of the Great War. In almost
every little town passed there are memorials erected
that commemorate the soldiers and civilians that
died in the war. For those who love history there
was an opportunity to visit the war museum in
Peronne. A tour around the area passes the big
memorials erected in honor of the soldiers of France,
Great Britain, Australia, America, and South Africa.

The Paris sewers…

Europe offers a variety of travel experiences for
both long and short visits and their cultures have
developed around the bicycle as a primary form of
transport. Denmark and the Netherlands have the
most bicycles per capita and most often use bicycles
for everyday transport. Keith is likely to report that
after a fantastic journey cycle touring continues as
definitely the way to travel.
_____________________________________

SOURCE: Col Keith Giles, USAF-Ret
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NOVEMBER SPEAKER REPORT
ccording to chapter member CDR William
Andersen’s Battle of Britain impressions,
“British tall radar towers of the day were detecting
and reporting German fighters and bombers by the
hundreds. Sweeping white contrails carved the
blue sky as Spitfires and ME 109s fought for
dominance. With the Germans bombing Britain’s
air fields and defense systems Britain’s exhausted
pilots were within a few days of defeat when Hitler
switched all his attacks to London. This change
allowed the British to concentrate its fighters there,
repair its military infrastructure, and send the
Luftwaffe back to Germany. Winning the battle of
Britain saved Britain and likely saved the free
world from Fascism. Had the Germans won, Hitler
would have invaded England, had time to perfect
his super weapons, and we would be speaking
German. The Battle of Britain is more significant
than thought.”

continue to take land and resources from others.
With developments in Germany, Japan and Dunkirk
it was a bad year for the Brits. French soldiers were
OK but leadership was bad, with a reliance on
outdated strategy and battle plans. Dunkirk saved
338,000 allied troops but lost most of their
equipment; America stepped into the void by helping
to rearm those and newly recruited troops. German
invasion of Britain required air superiority; the initial
phase was to bomb airfield and aviation resources,
then shift to ports, and then cities, especially
London. Britain had several key defense resources
including radar, Blenchly Park code breakers, the
English Channel, the resilience and determination of
the British public, Winston Churchill’s leadership,
and the RAF fighter production rate.

A

Speaker Mark Lindberg…
According to Mr. Lindberg, “History is often
determined from turning points." This was especially
true in the spring of 1940 at the beginning of WWII.
Nazi Germany had been on the move since the
successful partition of Poland with the Soviet Union
in the fall of 1939. By May of 1940, France and the
lowlands had fallen to the German Blitzkrieg in just
six weeks, and over 250,000 troops of the British
Expeditionary Force were trapped on the French
coast at Dunkirk.
Private boats of British citizens along with the Royal
Navy completed the evacuation of 340,000 British
and French troops from late May to early June. Some
will argue that the Battle of Britain began with the
Royal Air Force (RAF) flying cover for that Dunkirk
evacuation. However, the official date for the
beginning of the Battle of Britain is August of 1940
after failed attempts by Hitler to make a treaty with

Horror & desperation in the skies 1940…

The chapter’s November luncheon speaker was
military historian Mark Lindberg, who provided an
updated illustrated presentation on the World War
II Battle of Britain based on a 2016 tour with
Smithsonian Journeys. Screaming Stuka dive
bombers, sinking ships, heroic Spitfire pilots, and
air action specifics were all featured but a real
perspective was provided with information about
events leading up to the battle, performance by the
average age 20 year-old pilots, comparisons of
allied and German aircraft and tactics, and the rate
of losses on both sides. On May 13, 1940 the new
Prime Minister Winston Churchill said “…I have
nothing to offer but blood, toil, tears, and sweat..”
In 1940 Germany was on a roll with military
preparedness and the willingness by nations to
allow Germany to rearm and train, and to

Cont'd pg 5
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Britain. Hitler then decided to invade Britain but
realized that the Royal Air Force would have to be
destroyed before the German Army could cross the
English Channel and occupy Great Britain. On June
4th, Winston Churchill said,”… We shall fight with
growing confidence and growing strength in the
air…”

pilots who bailed out would usually be able to fly
again while the German pilots became POW’s.
With less than 400 Fighters after Dunkirk, the
British cranked up aircraft production to several
hundred per month. Through August the
intensity of Luftwaffe raids increased. The
German targets included airfields, shipyards and
eventually London itself. The summer skies over
the English countryside were often full of
contrails from the “dogfights” and the sound of
Merlin and Daimler-Benz engines. Slowly, any
German plans for destroying the RAF and then
invading Britain were delayed…
On August 21 Winston Churchill said “…Never
in the field of human conflict was so much owed
by so many to so few...”

Fleeing Dunkirk…

“Following Dunkirk, the Royal Air Force (RAF)
was dangerously low on aircraft. That RAF was
divided between Fighter Command, Bomber
Command, and Coastal Command (anti-aircraft
artillery). Britain knew the Germans would not stop
with France and that Fighter Command was the key
to defending Britain against the Luftwaffe. Under the
leadership of Air Marshal Dowding and Vice Air
Marshall Park the RAF Fighter Command was
organized into a system of defense. The first line of
defense was the crude radar towers that looked out
over the English Channel and would give an early
warning of a German attack.”
Once a Group was notified of the size and
location of a German attack, Groups would launch
an appropriate number of aircraft from its various
sector airfields. The higher performance Spitfires
would climb to about 25,000 feet (Angels 25) and
attempt to position them to attack the approaching
German ME-109 fighters that would be supporting
the German bombers. Attacking from above with the
sun behind was a big advantage. As the Spitfires
engaged the ME-109’s, the British Hurricanes would
be vectored by radio to attack the slower moving
German twin engine bombers. Both Spits and
Hurricanes were taildraggers that easily operated
from grass airfields, and usually these grass airfields
could be quickly repaired after a German attack.
The brilliant Dowding-Park air defense gave the
British an element of surprise and an advantage that
resulted in a two to one British kill ratio. The British

Air Chief Marshall Lord Dowding…

In October of 1940, Hitler withdrew from the
Battle of Britain and ended any early plans for
the invasion of southern England. The Germans
had lost about 1800 aircraft while the British had
lost about 900 aircraft. Hitler turned his strategy
east and in the late spring of 1941 launched the
disastrous Operation Barbarossa into the Soviet
Union. Thanks to the Battle of Britain, the
Germans had fewer total aircraft in the spring of
1941 than they did in the spring of 1940!
Mr. Lindberg recommends viewing the 1969
film, Battle of Britain with stars Michael Caine
as Squadron Leader Canfield, Trevor Howard as
Air Vice Marshall Keith Park, Curt Jurgens as
Baron von Richter, and Laurence Olivier as Air
Chief Marshall Sir Hugh Dowding. It is the
story of the British Royal Air Force fighting a
desperate battle to prevent the Luftwaffe from
gaining air superiority over the English Channel
as a prelude to a possible invasion of the UK.
_____________________________

SOURCE: Mr. Mark Lindberg
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A Deadly Parasite May Be Killing
Vietnam Veterans
By Margie Mason and Robin McDowell / AP
November 21, 2017
(HERALD, W.Va.) — A half a century
after serving in Vietnam, hundreds of veterans
have a new reason to believe they may be dying
from a silent bullet — test results show some
men may have been infected by a slow-killing
parasite while fighting in the jungles of
Southeast Asia.
The Department of Veterans Affairs this
spring commissioned a small pilot study to look
into the link between liver flukes ingested
through raw or undercooked fish and a rare bile
duct cancer. It can take decades for symptoms
to appear. By then, patients are often in
tremendous pain, with just a few months to live.
Of the 50 blood samples submitted,
more than 20 percent came back positive or
bordering positive for liver fluke antibodies,
said Sung-Tae Hong, the tropical medicine
specialist who carried out the tests at Seoul
National University in South Korea.
“It was surprising,” he said, stressing the
preliminary results could include false positives
and that the research is ongoing.
Northport
VA
Medical
Center
spokesman Christopher Goodman confirmed
the New York facility collected the samples and
sent them to the lab. He would not comment on
the findings, but said everyone who tested
positive was notified.
Gerry Wiggins, who served in Vietnam
from 1968 to 1969, has already lost friends to
the disease. He was among those who got the
call.
“I was in a state of shock,” he said. “I
didn’t think it would be me.”
The 69-year-old, who lives in Port
Jefferson Station, New York, didn’t have any
symptoms when he agreed to take part in the
study, but hoped his participation could help
save lives. He immediately scheduled further
tests, discovering he had two cysts on his bile
duct, which had the potential to develop into the
cancer, known as cholangiocarcinoma. They
have since been removed and — for now —
he’s doing well.
-6-

Though rarely found in Americans, the
parasites infect an estimated 25 million people
worldwide.
Endemic in the rivers of Vietnam, the worms
can easily be wiped out with a handful of pills early
on, but left untreated they can live for decades
without making their hosts sick. Over time, swelling
and inflammation of the bile duct can lead to cancer.
jaundice, itchy skin, weight loss and other symptoms
appear only when the disease is in its final stages.
The VA study, along with a call by Senate
Minority Leader Charles Schumer of New York for
broader research into liver flukes and cancer-stricken
veterans, began after The Associated Press raised the
issue in a story last year. The reporting found that
about 700 veterans with cholangiocarcinoma have
been seen by the VA in the past 15 years. Less than
half of them submitted claims for service-related
benefits, mostly because they were not aware of a
possible connection to Vietnam. The VA rejected 80
percent of the requests, but decisions often appeared
to be haphazard or contradictory, depending on what
desks they landed on, the AP found.
The numbers of claims submitted reached 60
in 2017, up from 41 last year. Nearly three out of
four of those cases were also denied, even though the
government posted a warning on its website this year
saying veterans who ate raw or undercooked
freshwater fish while in Vietnam might be at risk. It
stopped short of urging them to get ultrasounds or
other tests, saying there was currently no evidence
the vets had higher infection rates than the general
population.
“We are taking this seriously,” said Curt
Cashour, a spokesman with the Department of
Veterans Affairs. “But until further research, a
recommendation cannot be made either way.”
Veteran Mike Baughman, 65, who was featured in
the previous AP article, said his claim was granted
early this year after being denied three times. He said
the approval came right after his doctor wrote a letter
saying his bile duct cancer was “more likely than
not” caused by liver flukes from the uncooked fish
he and his unit in Vietnam ate when they ran out of
rations in the jungle. He now gets about $3,100 a
month and says he’s relieved to know his wife will
continue to receive benefits after he dies. But he
remains angry that other veterans’ last days are
consumed by fighting the same government they
went to war for as young men.
cont'd pg 7

“In the best of all worlds, if you came
down with cholangiocarcinoma, just like Agent
Orange, you automatically were in,” he said,
referring to benefits granted to veterans exposed
to the toxic defoliant sprayed in Vietnam. “You
didn’t have to go fighting.”
Baughman, who is thin and weak, recently
plucked out “Country Roads” on a bass during a
jam session at his cabin in West Virginia. He
wishes the VA would do more to raise awareness
about liver flukes and to encourage Vietnam
veterans to get an ultrasound that can detect
inflammation.
“Personally, I got what I needed, but if you
look at the bigger picture with all these other
veterans, they don’t know what necessarily to do,”
he said. “None of them have even heard of it
before. A lot of them give me that blank stare like,
‘You’ve got what?'”

American flag, as well as a plaque w/in which
was the following explanation:
"This table is reserved to honor our
missing comrades in arms.
The tablecloth is white — symbolizing the purity
of their motives when answering the call of duty.
The single red rose, displayed in a vase, reminds
us of the life of each of the missing and their
loved ones and friends of these Americans who
keep the faith, awaiting answers. The vase is tied
with a red ribbon, symbol of our continued
determination to account for our missing. A pinch
of salt symbolizes the tears endured by those
missing and their families who seek answers. The
Bible represents the strength gained through faith
to sustain those lost from our country, founded as
one nation under God. The glass is inverted — to
symbolize their inability to share this evening's
toast. The chair is empty — they are missing."
After the story went viral, the store
manager, Alex Korchan, explained to WSB that
his team members had set up the table because
they "wanted to honor veterans." Furthermore, he
offered free meals to all veterans and their family
members on Veterans Day. Korchan also put up a
poster so that customers could write in the names
of loved ones who they have lost. "We've had a
lot of people who have come in and seen it and
been touched by it," Korchan continued. "It's
been special to see."

By Bill Callen: Top Right News
hick-fil-A, the same fast-food outlet has
once again proved a positive to the world.
This time it did so by unveiling an amazing
Veterans Day tribute that left Georgia resident
Eric Comfort in complete shock.
According to a Facebook post he published
on Mon, when he walked into a local Chick-fil-A,
Comfort discovered a "Missing Man Table" that
contained a single rose, a Bible & a folded
American flag, as well as a plaque w/in which was
the following explanation:

C
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earned a BS degree in Finance from Northern Illinois
University. He completed Officer Candidate School
(OCS) in Pensacola, Florida, and immediately began
flight training. He was designated a Naval Aviator
in May 2000 and reported to NAS Norfolk, VA to
commence training in the E-2C Hawkeye. In July
2001 he was assigned to the Black Eagles of Carrier
Airborne Early Warning Squadron VAW 113 at
Point Magu, CA. From July 2002 through April
2003 he deployed in support of Operation
ENDURING FREEDOM AND Operation IRAQI
ENDURING FREEDOM. He later deployed aboard
USS JOHN STENNIS (CVN 74).

Navy League OCTOBER SPEAKER REPORT
NOSC -- Change of Command
CDR Peter DiCaro, USN

T

he Navy Operational Support Center
(NOSC) San Jose is responsible for the
readiness of Selected Reserve Sailors who make
up diverse units, which provide operational
capabilities to their supported (active-duty)
commands fleetwide. The NOSC is responsible
for the mobilization and demobilization process
for both individual augmentees and deployments
and supports the families of those Reserve Sailors
deployed in support of military operations
worldwide. The NOSC staff is composed of fulltime support (FTS) Sailors. On October 15th
NOSC has scheduled an open house and a Council
member will attend and make a short presentation
about the Navy League and value of membership.
(Note: SVC MOAA had several representatives
present and made a similar presentation).

E-2C Hawkeye…

There were stories about water survival training,
the first aircraft solo flight, action in Middle Eastern
waters to include a description of “lighting up a
locomotive like a P-51 during WWII,” and even a
diversion to Australia, all guaranteed to hold the
listener’s attention.
From December 2004 to
September 2007 there were diverse assignments at
Kingsville, Texas including flight Instructor, Student
Control Officer, and Strike Operations Officer to
Training Air Wing Two (CTW-2). He later reported
to assignments in the Horn of Africa as the Country
Desk Officer for Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda plus
he served with a counter narcotics squadron
supporting the United States Southern Command.

NOSC San Jose…

The first Navy League Council October 12th
evening meeting speaker was CDR Peter DiCaro,
USN, who took command of NOSC San Jose on
May 6, 2017. He provided a summary of his own
Navy experiences over the years and provided
speculation about changing missions as the Navy
Reserve moves into the future. He is a Naval
Aviator, financial management professional, and
mobilization planning specialist. (Note: SVC
MOAA chapter leaders will be working closely
with and supporting CDR DiCaro in the coming
months and perhaps years).
This Navy League of the United States Santa
Clara Valley Council speaker report is part of a
series to be presented in a spirit of cooperation
and collaboration between local armed forces and
related professional association members.
CDR DiCaro is a native of Roscoe, Illinois and

Air attack on a locomotive…
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A Hundred Years Dry: The U.S.
Navy’s End of Alcohol at Sea

CDR DiCaro attended the Naval
Postgraduate School in Monterey beginning
January 2013 and in June the following year
was awarded the MBA degree through the
Financial Management curriculum.
Upon
graduation he was assigned to the Office of the
Chief of Navy Reserve at the Pentagon and
from 2014 to 2017 he served as Assistant
Personnel Policy and Head Mobilization Plans
and Policy and Head Training Plans and Policy.
On May 6, 2017 he took command of NOSC
San Jose.
The mission of the Navy Reserve is to
provide strategic depth and deliver operational
capabilities to the Navy and Marine Corps
team, and Joint forces, in the full range of
military operations from peace to war. As the
world and society changes, as has been evident
in the recent past, there will be choices to make,
including mobilization—cheaper or better? A
passion for leadership will be a basic
requirement for those seeking success.
The Navy League has grown into the
foremost citizens’ organization to serve, support
and stand with all the sea services – the U.S.
Navy, U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Coast Guard
and U.S.-flag Merchant Marine.
Those
interested in participation with the Santa Clara
Valley Council should contact LCDR Tom
Winant, USN (RET) in Los Altos, telephone
(650) 678-7120.
_____________________________
SOURCE: CDR DiCaro/Biography

By: US Naval Institute Staff
History from July 1, 2014 9:34 AM

A

s a flotilla of naval vessels from around
the world participates in the Rim of the
Pacific Exercise (RIMPAC) to sustain relationships
in the maritime community, a century ago this
week international navies converged for a
remarkably different occasion—to drink the last of
the U.S. Navy’s supply of alcohol. On July 1, 1914
the ships of the U.S. Navy officially became dry
under General Order No. 99. “The use or
introduction for drinking purposes of alcoholic
liquors on board any naval vessel, or within any
navy yard or station, is strictly prohibited, and
commanding officers will be held directly
responsible for the enforcement of this order,”
reads the hundred year-old order. Secretary of the
Navy Josephus Daniels issued the order. A
teetotaler, former newspaper publisher, and
supporter of the temperance movement, the North
Carolinian had already become unpopular with
many of those in the sea services. When the order
was first announced in on April 16, 1914, it was
met with derision and mockery in the press, which
regarded the policy as an attempt to make the Navy
softer.
But Daniels’ order was actually just the
final phase of a long process that had been slowly
reducing the presence of alcohol on Navy ships.
Inheriting Britain’s Royal Navy tradition of
providing sailors with a daily ration of rum in the
18th century, the U.S. Navy established in 1794
that sailors were to receive “one half-pint of
distilled spirits” a day. In 1806, the Navy
encouraged the sailors to accept whiskey as a
substitute for the more expensive rum. Sailors who
did not wish to imbibe or were under age were paid
an extra three to six cents a day. The ration was
reduced to one gill (four ounces) in 1842 and
totally eliminated 1862 during the Civil War—
though the Confederate Navy continued to provide
crews with rum rations, believing that the tradition
cont'd pg 10
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would help recruit much-needed experienced
sailors from other nations.
U.S. Navy sailors were allowed to keep
their own stock of beers and undistilled spirits
at the discretion of their commander until 1899,
when even the sale of alcohol was banned to
“enlisted men, either on board ship, or within
the limits of navy yards, naval stations, or
marine barracks, except in the medical
department.” By the time General Order No. 99
was announced, the only alcohol left in U.S.
Navy ships was reserved for the wardroom and
the captain’s wine messes. As the deadline
approached, many of the ships of the Atlantic
Fleet were in Mexican ports, part of the
occupation of Veracruz.
The order had not been well received by
the force. Mere mention of Daniels’ name
elicited jeers and curses. Inspired by the
editorial cartoons that had ridiculed the initial
announcement, sailors had renamed a captured
Mexican ship USS Piffle until it was spotted by
an admiral, who smiled but demanded that it be
repainted immediately. Commanders rushed to
comply with the order by selling as much
alcohol as they could but found that their stores
still contained a sizable supply of booze in the
days prior to the “bone-dry” date. It was
decided that ships would host one last banquet
to say farewell and consume the remainder of
alcohol.
Some ships were content with piling
tables with food and booze, others got more
creative and created themes such as “Wild
West” saloons or held funerals where mourners
could watch John Barlycorn’s burial at sea. A
few ships decided it was easier just to pour all
the alcohol on board into one large bowl to
make a very strong punch. With ships from
several other nations in the region to observe
the situation in Veracruz, the U.S. Navy invited
foreign contingents to join in the festivities.
Soon parties from the British, French, German,
Spanish and Dutch navies began to travel by
small launches from ship to ship to help
eliminate the soon-to-be contraband. The
occasion would also be one of the last peaceful
interactions between the navies for many years.

A world war would erupt by the end of the month;
less than a year after participating in the event, the
German cruiser Dresden was hunted down and
knocked out of action by the Royal Navy
U.S. ships around the world held similar
events to rid themselves of alcohol and mark the
end of an era, but none came close in size and
international participation than the soiree off
Veracruz. When the 21st Amendment was ratified
in 1933, the Navy conducted an informal poll of
flag officers to determine if the policy of keeping
the Fleet alcohol free should be reconsidered. The
results of the poll clearly indicated that Navy
leaders strongly preferred to continue prohibition
on the ships, though the policy was modified to
allow alcohol on shore at stores and clubs.
There are exceptions to the rule. Ships keep
a small stock of alcohol for so-called medicinal
purposes such as when a crewmember is shaken by
an accident or a pilot is suffering from the pressures
of a demanding mission. The alcohol can only be
issued on the authority of the medicinal officer or
captain of the ship. During World War II, some
submarine commanders, such as Adm. Eugene
Fluckey of the USS Barb tried to relieve the stress
of living in a contained and dangerous environment
by providing his crew with beer after an enemy
ship was sunk. In 1980, Secretary of the Navy
Edward Hidalgo decided to allow crew members of
ships that had been out to sea for an extended
period to each have two beers (later set to 45
continuous days). According to letter by Capt.
Lawrence B. Brennan, published in Naval History
magazine, the surprise announcement to again
permit limited beer on board was prompted by
Hidalgo’s experience on USS Enterprise during
World War II when a kamikaze attack plane
crashed though an elevator and destroyed the cargo
of beer.
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What we do….

had been a member of the Flying Tigers; today
there are “Tin Can Sailors” (destroyers) who have
some fascinating stories to tell; one surviving
spouse shared the extensive story of her husband’s
service in the U.S. Embassy in Iran and the
interesting times she and the children had in that
country; and there was the retired army officer
who was wounded fighting in New Guinea and
carried more than 10 miles to safety by a group of
Fuzzy Wuzzies; recently the retired captain of an
aircraft carrier dined with members. There are so
many people worth knowing.

FRIENDLY GOOD-FELLOWSHIP
n March 25, 2002, writing in the New
Republic, Stanley Kauffmann said, “It is
about the camaraderie of troops bound for
Vietnam who, as their leader warns, have one
another and nothing but one another when they
fall into hell.” A major purpose of Silicon Valley
Chapter is to encourage and facilitate camaraderie
among retired, active, and former officers of the
Uniformed Services.

O

Comrades in arms…

The chapter provides opportunities for the
company and friendship of others with common
interests, experiences, and aims. "His greatest joy
came from comradeship with others in the group.”
It’s a spirit of friendly good-fellowship, the
quality of affording easy familiarity and
sociability. Friendship is an important component
of the good life, and it isn’t unusual in the chapter
to see the creation of genuine friendships.
Friendship is a relationship of mutual affection
between people. Although there are many forms
of friendship, some of which may vary from place
to place, certain characteristics are present in
many types of bond. Such characteristics include
affection; sympathy; empathy; honesty; altruism;
mutual understanding and compassion; enjoyment
of each other's company; trust; and the ability to
be oneself, express one's feelings, and make
mistakes without fear of judgment from the friend.
Mark Twain said, “Good friends, good books, and
a sleepy conscience: this is the ideal life.”
You never know who you will meet at an SVC
luncheon meeting.
There are so many
distinguished personalities. Over the years there
was the Burlingame High School teacher who
- 11 -

On the first Thursday of the month the chapter
holds its board meeting, at which time a group of
a dozen or more leaders manage the chapter’s
business. It’s a time of good cheer, coffee and
donuts, yet an interesting time when efforts are
made to pursue opportunities or solve problems.
The Membership Committee meets after the board
meeting and that’s when the sandwiches come out
and the good times begin; the agenda is often long
and the meetings can take time but the
opportunities to get acquainted and pursue
common interests make it all worth it. And from
time to time the chapter schedules events and
activities which make it possible for members to
get together and experience great social times
So, the chapter strives for profit and fun,
profit being the achievement of goals and
objectives and fun the comradeship of those with
common backgrounds and experiences. Mitch
Albom, author of Tuesdays with Morrie, said
“You can’t substitute material things for love or
for gentleness or for tenderness or for a sense of
comradeship. Money is not a substitute for
tenderness, and power is not a substitute for
tenderness.” Let’s have a good time together!
______________________
SOURCE: Chapter Bylaws

ONE CONSTITUTION AVENUE, NE
WASHINGTON, DC 20002
202.479.2200 or 800.809.9448
WWW.ROA.ORG

RESERVE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION
In-Flight Injuries to Pilots and Flight Crew Members
Resolution No. 17-02
WHEREAS, pilots and flight crew members of fighter, cargo and utility aircraft suffer cervical
and lower spine injuries while flying on duty status caused by cervical and spinal compression
during flight maneuvers; and
WHEREAS, pilots and flight crew members of fourth and fifth generation fighter airplanes
routinely encounter 9-g turns and other maneuvers; and
WHEREAS, in the F-16, 9-g turns and other maneuvers are routine, and their effects are
multiplied by the reclined F-16 crew seats, which cause a twisting of the neck and spine when
the flight crew members are looking back at their “six”; thereby causing the spine and neck to
be twisted and compressed simultaneously; and
WHEREAS, pilots and flight crew members on flight status are disinclined to report such injuries
to medical personnel until after their retirement from military service, either because their
careers require they stay on flight status, or because those injuries don't fully manifest
themselves until after retirement; and
WHEREAS, a preponderance of studies with pilots and flight crew members who have flown
military aircraft have results that support in the line of duty due to development of acute
cervical and lower spine problems causing significant disabilities,
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Reserve Officers Association of the United States,
chartered by Congress, urge the Congress to require that a presumption of service connection,
medical discharge and disability pay be granted by the Department of Defense and Department
of Veterans Affairs, as appropriate, to former pilots and crew members who develop cervical or
lower spine injuries or disabilities, and that when military records are not available the disability
should be resolved as a service-connected disability.

Adopted by the National Council, 23 July 2017
Source: Department of Golden West, 6 July 2017

“Serving Citizen Warriors Through Advocacy and Education Since 1922”
ARMY • MARINE CORPS • NAVY • AIR FORCE • COAST GUARD • NOAA • USPHS
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MEET J.C. BURNS

(FFG 12), being a “Plank Owner” in the latter. A
"plank owner" is an individual who was a member
of the crew of a ship when that ship was placed in
commission,
recommissioning
or
decommissioning.

1 VP Deputy Membership
st

T

he young sailor explained, “I enlisted in
the Navy in November 1965 and went
through boot camp at San Diego.
Upon
graduation in January 1966 I was sent to U.S.
Naval Communications Center (USNCTC),
Pensacola, Florida. I was trained to operate
crypto equipment which coded and decoded
classified messages.
My rating was
Communications (Cryptologic) Technician. I
graduated in June 1966 and was sent to the Naval
Communications Station at San Miguel,
Philippines."
A couple major differences
between this sailor and our own LCDR J. C.
Burns, SC, USN (Ret), was that J. C. enlisted in
1966 and became a Communications Technician
(CT), serving in Washington, D. C., Phu Bai and
Da Nang Vietnam, and Taipei, Taiwan.

USS George Philip (FFG 1)…

J. C. later served ashore at Command Naval
Surface Force, Pacific; Fleet Numerical
Oceanography Center; Naval Support Activity,
Naples Italy; and, Naval Postgraduate School
staff. Commander, Naval Surface Force Pacific
(COMNAVSURFOR) is an admiral who leads the
Navy Surface Force, United States Pacific Fleet,
but has a “dual hat” in that he serves as the Navy’s
Lead for the surface Warfare Enterprise. From
1978 to 1987, and probably later, the headquarters
has been located at Naval Amphibious Base
Coronado.

U.S. Navy support ashore, Vietnam…

J. C. has been attending board meetings for
some months and has assisted informally with
management of the chapter’s business. He has
already expressed an interest in election to the
position of president at some point in the future.
Although the 1st Vice President normally would
be responsible for Programs, CDR Ralph Hunt,
USN (RET), has expressed a desire to continue
with those responsibilities. On that basis, J.C.
will serve as Deputy for Membership, again one
of his principal interests.
J. C. was born and raised in central Kentucky.
Following his U. S. Navy honorable discharge
after four and a half years, he attended the
University of Kentucky earning a BS in
Accounting. He re-entered the Navy and was
commissioned an Ensign in the Navy Supply
Corps, later serving in USS SAMUEL
GOMPERS (AD 37) and USS GEORGE PHILIP

Close to downtown San Diego…

After retiring, J.C. had a second career as a
management accountant. He received a MBA
degree with a concentration in Computer
Information Systems from Golden Gate
University.
_____________________________________
SOURCE: LCDR J. C. Burns, SC, USN (Ret)
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procrastinate on these very important decisions,
causing remaining family members to deal with
these decisions when there is little time to make
these important decisions.

Member’s Corner
CHAPTER
SUPPORT
READILY
AVAILABLE
modern-day high adventure was
underway as the covered wagon hauled
by three mules moved along the Nebraska
prairie ruts of the old Oregon Trail. Buck, the
driver, noted, “A big thunder cell finally
landed right on top of us just east of Shickley,
with thunderbolts fusing off purple and orange
auras as they landed all around us, the storm
so violent that the mules were beginning to
spook,” It was a time for extraordinary
horsemanship.
“Then I heard myself
spontaneously calling out against the wind-Oh, God, I’m never going to be able to do this
alone. I hated asking for help; it was a legacy
of my childhood and Catholic upbringing.
Never ask for help; provide it.”

A

Professional support for members…

Mr. Bamford provided detailed instructions
about the National Cemeteries within a short drive
of the San Francisco Peninsula, including location,
eligibility, and how to make contact and obtain
services. Burial benefits available at no cost to the
family include a gravesite in any of the 131
national cemeteries (with available space),
opening and closing of the grave, perpetual care, a
Government headstone or marker, a burial flag
and a Presidential Memorial Certificate. Once
confirmed eligibility is established, burial benefits
are also available for spouses, and dependents.
Full
information
about
Mr.
Bamford’s
presentation was presented in summary form in
the February 2017 issue of The Bulletin which is
available online at the chapter’s website here http:
//www.svcmoaa.org/Bulletin/Feb17.pdf,
beginning on page 4.
Preparing for emergencies and dealing with the
loss of a loved one can be eased with planning of
our personal affairs. At the time of loss, we are
overcome with grief yet many demands, actions
and decisions are required of us. Now is the time
to prepare. National MOAA and Silicon Valley
Chapter leaders have available various checklists
and other resources to aid in preparation; chapter
members can obtain assistance and support by
contacting any chapter leader, especially the
Membership Committee, listed on page 2 of The
Bulletin.

Calm before the storm…

This is the first of an occasional article in a
new series, What Does MOAA Do for Its
Members? The purpose is to provide detailed
information about offerings and benefits
available by national MOAA and Silicon
Valley Chapter. It’s an effort to provide useful
information and other resources on subjects
which many do not address until they are
faced with time sensitive and unpleasant
decisions.
For example, at the January luncheon, the
SVC Membership was provided with an
outstanding presentation by Mr. Barry
Bamford, President, Sacred Space Memorial
based in Oakland, CA. He stressed the
importance of developing a strategy to meet
“specific personal needs” regarding burial
services. He emphasized that too many people

SOURCE: Membership Committee
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child.
Eva was an avid volunteer within
the community: school librarian, Cub
Scout and Girl Scout leader, a school
fundraiser, and a poll worker. She loved
traveling with her family, especially
going to Hawaii. In later life, she spent
most of her time doting over her
grandchildren:
Alex,
Nathaniel,
Candace, Hayden, Banks, Graycen, and
Spencer.
Eva was preceded in death by her
husband Jack, who passed too soon in
1988. Eva is survived by her children,
son-in-law
(David
Padgett)
and
daughters-in-law
(Melinda
and
Suzanne), grandchildren, and sisters:
Anneliese (Minden, Germany) and
Helga (Lodi, Wisconsin) as well as her
brother, Klaus (Frankfurt, Germany).
Eva was buried on November
12th at the Los Gatos Memorial Park.

Eva Anna Liedtke Bailey
July 23, 1931 to November 5, 2017
Resident of Los Gatos
Eva Anna Bailey, a longtime
resident of Los Gatos, passed away on
Sunday after a stroke. She was 86.
Eva grew up in what was known as
East
Prussia.
She
miraculously
survived the horrors of World War II,
along with her entire family of eleven.
At 18, Eva emigrated to the
United States, sponsored by distant
relatives in Topeka, Kansas. She soon
became a proud US Citizen. She
quickly learned English and became an
accomplished book keeper at a
prominent bank in Wichita, Kansas.
In 1956 she married Jack Joseph
Bailey and a year later they welcomed
their first child, Nola Anne. In 1957,
the young family moved to California,
one of Jack's long standing dreams.
After briefly living in Soledad,
they moved to a small bungalow on
Skyline Boulevard in Woodside. There
they welcomed their second child,
Byron Nathaniel. Needing more space
for their growing family, the couple
moved to Los Gatos (Carlton Joseph
was born soon thereafter) where Eva
lived for almost sixty years.
Since March, 2017 she had
resided in Nevada, near her youngest
- 15 -

this website is unavailable.
Regional contractors will accept enrollment
applications through other channels, for example by
phone and mail. The contractors will be able to
process these enrollments after the freeze is
complete.
This will not affect any care you receive during
the enrollment freeze. Remember to keep any and all
receipts for purchased care.
Remember, keep your DEERS information up to
date as beneficiaries must be registered in DEERS to
enroll in TRICARE Prime or a Prime option online,
by phone or by mail.

TRICARE Reform:
Changes Will Arrive Soon and
What You Need to Know to
Prepare

A

dministrative and structural changes to
the TRICARE program will accelerate
in the very near future, and will affect most
beneficiaries except those using TRICARE for
Life. For those beneficiaries who are under age
65, to include active duty family members, it is
time to listen up and take the required action if
you need to.
Some of these changes are happening
simultaneously, which adds to the complexities
of this large scale system transformation. There
are key system transitions which necessitate
modified technology adjustments to beneficiary
data in the DEERS system - commonly called
file transfers and new identifiers changing
TRICARE Standard to the new TRICARE
Select. In addition, the three current TRICARE
Regions will be reduced to two, and the
TRICARE contractors will be changing in both
the East and West regions.
If you want to make changes to your
TRICARE coverage, TRICARE officials are
urging beneficiaries to do so as soon as
possible.
What you need to know:
Beginning December 1, DoD will “freeze”
enrollment files as they will be transferred to
the new TRICARE contractors and revise the
plan options (Standard to Select) in the DEERS
system.
Beneficiaries can still send enrollment forms
to the contractors and they will be processed in
DEERS when the file transfer is complete. This
will take 3 weeks.
By November 20, 2017, beneficiaries should
complete any and all enrollment actions.
Beneficiaries will not be able to use the
Beneficiary Web Enrollment website to enroll
in or dis-enroll from TRICARE Prime options.
Additionally, beneficiaries will not be able to
use the web enrollment to enroll in TRICARE
Young Adult or TRICARE dental options while
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or airspace, or landed in any of its seaports or
airports, within the last 365 days; or (3) is
registered by a country whose inspection
compliance is deficient.
“The Ports and Waterways Safety Act is
amended to prohibit any foreign vessel from
entering or operating in U.S. waters or
transferring cargo in any port under U.S.
jurisdiction if such vessel is owned by North
Korea or owned or operated on behalf of any
country not complying with Security Council
resolutions.
“Goods produced in whole or part by
North Korean labor are prohibited from
entering the United States unless U.S. Customs
and Border Protection finds that they were not
produced with convict, forced, or indentured
labor.
“The President shall impose U.S.
property-based sanctions on foreign persons
that employ North Korean forced laborers.
“The bill amends the State Department
Basic Authorities Act of 1956 to authorize the
State Department to offer cash rewards for
information on violations of North Korean
sanctions.”

Strangling North Korean Economically
CDR William Andersen USNR Retired
Because of rising concern over Korea’s
increasing effort to build a nuclear bomb and
develop an intercontinental missile to deliver
such a bomb to the United States, the U. S.
passed the Policy Enhancement Act in 2016 to
force Korea with tough sanctions to terminate its
nuclear effort. Despite these sanctions, Korea
flauntingly refuses to end its nuclear ambition.
The U.S. has now tightened the pressure
by passing H.R.1644 Korean Interdiction and
Modernization of Sanctions Act in 2017, which
amends the Act of 2016 and strangles Korea with
harsher economic sanctions. Among the 2017
Sanctions requirements are: “The President shall
report to Congress regarding: (1) measures to
deny specialized financial messaging services to
U.N.-designated
North
Korean
financial
institutions, (2) foreign countries whose seaports
and airports fail to inspect or seize the cargo of
North Korean ships or aircraft as required by
Security Council resolutions, (3) North KoreaIran weapons and nuclear cooperation, (4)
foreign government implementation of Security
Council resolutions regarding North Korea, and
(5) whether North Korea is a state sponsor of
terrorism.
“The bill requires U.S. financial
institutions to ensure that no correspondent
accounts are being used by foreign financial
institutions to provide financial services
indirectly to North Korea.
“A foreign government that provides
defense articles or services to, or receives from,
North Korea is prohibited from receiving certain
types of U.S. foreign assistance.
“The Department of State shall report to
Congress regarding foreign compliance with
curtailing North Korea's arms trade.
“The Department of Homeland Security
may implement enhanced screening of cargo
bound for or landed in the United States that: (1)
has been transported through a sea port or airport
that has repeatedly failed to comply with
applicable Security Council resolutions; (2) is
aboard a vessel, aircraft, or conveyance that has
entered North Korean territory, waters,

Representative Edward Royce, Republican,
California
Sponsored H.R. 1644
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was unobstructed to the east. Watson received
bearings from the Point Arguello radio direction
finder (RDF), located 17 miles south of Honda
Point, that placed his squadron further north and
east from their DR position. But the RDF, an
electronic device, which would have safely guided
the ships, was still new and mistrusted in 1923,
especially by Commodore Watson; he did not
understand the electronics and ignored its
information. Destroyer Squadron Eleven turned left
from a southerly to an easterly course expecting to
sail down the Santa Barbara Channel.
About 2100, five minutes after turning,
seven of the lead ships slammed in succession into
the rocky Honda shore. Several hundred crewmen
fought crashing waves to survive. Twenty three
died. Two destroyers narrowly evaded the crash
site; another went aground in a rescue attempt. The
last four destroyers turned clear of the coast and
were unharmed.
The Navy general courts-martial that followed
ruled the disaster was the fault of the fleet
commander and the flagship's navigators, they
having made serious errors and performed faulty
navigation. Commodore Watson assumed full
responsibility for the disaster and was found guilty
of negligence and culpable inefficiency to perform
one’s duty. The eleven officers involved in the
disaster were charged and acquitted. As in the
Titanic catastrophe, and probably as in many other
catastrophes, men who knew better set aside
caution and paid a high price.

The Navy’s Titanic – The Honda
Point Disaster
CDR William Andersen USNR Ret

The largest passenger liner in service in
1912, RMS Titanic, with 2,224 people on board,
struck an iceberg in the North Atlantic Ocean late
at night on the14th of April and sank in four
hours. Eleven years later in September 1923, the
US Navy experienced its own Titanic event when
seven nearly new U.S. Navy destroyers sailed
onto the rocks at an isolated California coastal
headland known as Honda Point (officially Point
Pedernales). It was the Navy’s greatest
navigational tragedy.
Twelve hours before the tragedy,
Destroyer Squadron Eleven left San Francisco
Bay and performed morning combat maneuvers.
Upon completion of the maneuvers, Commodore
Watson, fleet commander of Destroyer Squadron
Eleven (DESRON 11) aboard the flagship
destroyer USS Delphy, headed a column of 14
destroyers south for San Diego Bay. They steamed
down the coast at 20 knots testing engineering
efficiency.
Near the northern beginning of the Santa
Barbara Channel the north-south coast, rocky and
exposed to heavy winds, waves, and poor
visibility, forms a corner at Honda Point, where
the coast turns hard left to the east.
Commodore Watson, who had assumed all
the navigation of the Squadron, relied solely on
dead reckoning (DR), an educated guess method
about their location, estimated they had passed
beyond the Point Honda corner, where the way

Honda Point disaster, 8 September 1923, 21:30

References: Wikipedia, U.S. Naval Institute
Proceedings, Noah Andre Trudeau
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Navy League NOVEMBER SPEAKER
REPORT U. S. Marines

This Navy League of the United States Santa
Clara Valley Council speaker report is part of a
series to be presented in a spirit of cooperation
and collaboration between local armed forces and
related professional association members.
The 23rd Marine Regiment (23rd Marines) is a
reserve infantry regiment of the United States
Marine Corps. It is headquartered in San Bruno,
CA and falls under the command of the 4th Marine
Division and the Marine Forces Reserve. The
regiment comprises twenty units which are
geographically dispersed throughout the eight
states from California to Alabama. The regiment
consists of Marine reservists, active duty Marines
and active duty Navy personnel. The two-fold is
to provide a well-trained and credible force,
capable of rapidly mobilizing to augment or
reinforce active duty Marine Corps forces
participating
in
missions
ranging
from
humanitarian/peacekeeping operations to major
conflicts, in time of war, national emergency or
contingency operations and during in peacetime to
provided operation tempo relief for active forces
throughout the spectrum of operations including
Joint and Combined Operations.
According to Lt. Col. Hasseltine, as of 2017
the USMC, which conducts amphibious
operations, has around 185,000 active duty
members and some 38,500 reserve Marines, with
about 35,000 deployed. It has 1199 aircraft. It is
the smallest U.S. military service within the DoD.
Marine culture is of key interest. As in any
military organization, the official and unofficial
traditions of the Marine Corps serve to reinforce
camaraderie and set the service apart from others.
The Corps' embrace of its rich culture and history
is cited as a reason for its high esprit de corps.
The Marines fight using a structure called the
Air-Ground Task Force (MAGTF) which is the
principal organization for all missions across the
range of military operations. MAGTFs are a
balanced air-ground, combined arms task
organization of Marine Corps forces under a
single commander that is structured to accomplish
a specific mission.
The major worldwide
personnel locations are Camp Lejeune, North
Carolina; Camp Pendleton, California; and a
number of USMC camps on Okinawa.
cont'd pg 20

G

eneral Robert B. Neller, Commandant,
United States Marine Corps, in his U.S.
Marine Corps 242nd birthday message said,
“November 10th marks 242 years of warfighting
excellence. As we celebrate our 242nd birthday,
we must remember who we are, where we came
from, and why we’re here. We must remember the
past, honor those who are no longer with us, focus
on today’s battles, and get ready for tomorrow.
We can and will prevail as we always have, in any
Time and place. We remain committed to being
our Nation’s Expeditionary Force in Readiness
that sets the standard for honor, discipline, and
courage.”

The Council’s second early evening meeting
speaker was Lt. Col. George D. Hasseltine,
USMC,
Inspector-Instructor
23rd
Marine
Regiment, who was on hand to help celebrate the
Marine Corps 242nd birthday by providing general
information about the Marine Corps and sharing
some of his own experiences over the years, as
well as answering an unusually large number of
member questions. Speaking to a somewhat larger
meeting audience, he set the scene for a pleasant
dinner, good conversation, a delightful and
colorful birthday cake, as well as a ceremony
featuring toasts to the Marine Corps. Other
Marines, proud Marines in attendance, were in full
uniform.

Lt. Col.
George Hasseltine,
USMC…
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There was a discussion of the U.S.
Marine role in World War II and Korean War as
well as the Middle East in more recent times. In
World War II, the Marines played a central role
in the Pacific War, along with the U.S. Army.
The battles of Guadalcanal, Bougainville,
Tarawa, Guam, Tinian, Cape Gloucester, Saipan,
Peleliu, Iwo Jima, and Okinawa saw fierce
fighting between Marines and the Imperial
Japanese Army. One conclusion was that the
Navy sustained more casualties than the Marines.
Fighting on the Korean Peninsula was deadly.
The U.S. Army's X Corps, which included the
1st Marine Division and the Army's 7th Infantry
Division, regrouped and inflicted heavy
casualties during their fighting withdrawal to the
coast, now known as the Battle of Chosin
Reservoir. Marines and other American forces
began staging in Pakistan and Uzbekistan on the
border of Afghanistan as early as October 2001
in preparation for Operation Enduring Freedom.
There was an extended Q & A period, (1)
Were you a commander (yes, rifle company
commander in Iraq); (2) How long do Marines
serve in combat zones? (7 month rotation); (3)
Are reenlistments difficult to achieve? (No); (4)
Are the Navy Seals and Marines the same? (No,
the Seals are Navy); (5) What was it like to serve
as aide-de-camp to a general officer? (In general,
an interesting and useful assignment—worked
for a general who didn’t need or want an aide).
Lieutenant Colonel Hasseltine was
commissioned in May 1997 upon graduation
from the Virginia Military Institute. After
completing the Basic Officer and Infantry
Officer Courses, he was assigned to 3d Battalion,
8th Marines serving as a Rifle Platoon
Commander, Battalion Adjutant, Company
Executive Officer, and Company Commander
during deployments to the Mediterranean and Far
East. Over time he served in most battalion
major staff assignments and as battalion
commander, serving from the Middle East
hotspots to South America. He holds a BA in
History from the Virginia Military Institute, a
Post-Graduate
Certificate
in
Strategic
Intelligence from the Joint Military Intelligence

College, and an MA in National Security and
Strategic Studies from the Naval War College. In
July 2016, he assumed his current duties as the
Regimental Inspector-Instructor for 23d Marine
Regiment.

Marines in Helmand Province, Afghanistan…

The Navy League has grown into the foremost
citizens’ organization to serve, support and stand
with all the sea services – the U.S. Navy, U.S.
Marine Corps, U.S. Coast Guard and U.S.-flag
Merchant Marine.
Those interested in
participation with the Santa Clara Valley Council
should contact LCDR Tom Winant, USN (RET)
in Los Altos, telephone (650) 678-7120.
________________________________________
SOURCE: Lt. Col. George D. Hasseltine, USMC
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MEET CLYDE BINGHAM
New 2 VP Membership
nd

A

merica’s Navy has the most modern,
advanced fleet of ships in the entire world.
The Surface Fleet is the backbone of the Navy. For
240 years the men and women of the Surface Navy
have been homeported and deployed around the
globe, with today’s Surface Fleet conducting a wide
variety of missions across nine different ship
classes. Surface Warfare Officers (SWOs) are
trained extensively to maintain and operate these
ships, their crews and their systems.

USS Davis, DD-933

Command and Control System, or WWMCCS, was
a military command and control system
implemented for the command and control of the
United States military. It was created in the days
following the Cuban Missile Crisis. WWMCCS
was a system that encompassed the elements of
warning, communications, data collection and
processing, executive decision making tools and
supporting facilities. It was decommissioned in
1996 and replaced by the Global Command and
Control System.

U. S. Navy surface warfare…

CDR Clyde Bingham, USN (RET), has been
elected the chapter’s 2nd Vice President,
Membership, succeeding CWO5 Bob Landgraf,
USMC (RET), who moves to a new leadership role.
CDR Bingham will serve as Chair, Membership
and Outreach, and will direct a comprehensive new
member recruitment and member retention
program. He and his wife, Deb, live in San Jose.
Born in Brockton, MA and raised in San Mateo,
Clyde entered and later graduated from the U. S.
Naval Academy Class of 1965. He served for 22
years on active duty as a Surface Warfare Officer
(SWO) and on 4 destroyer types, (USS E F Larson,
DD-830; USS Lynde McCormick, DDG8; USS
Albert David, DE-1050, USS Davis, DD-933). He
later earned a Master of Science Degree in Systems
Management from the University of Southern
California.
Later, CDR Bingham became a Proven
Subspecialist in Information Systems serving
multiple joint and U. S. Navy tours in the
WWMCCS community. The Worldwide Military

Worldwide command and control system…

With 16 years in the software industry as Project
/Program manager for 4 different small businesses,
Clyde is likely to help the chapter and Membership
Committee develop greater information technology
capabilities, moving yet deeper into the 21st
Century. His final work activity was as a financial
planner for 13 years.
_____________________________________
SOURCE: CDR Clyde Bingham, USN (RET)
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SVC WEBSITES

Our

Chapter website is www.siliconvalleymoaa.
org, a shorter link is www.svcmoaa.org. You can
also get to it from the national MOAA site: Put
the cursor over Chapters and select Chapter
Locator, CA, then Silicon Valley Chapter. From
there you may link over to our primary website
above. Our home page has links for The Bulletin and
eBulletin. B
TRICARE FOR LIFE
SERVICE

For assistance, contact the
Wisconsin Physicians Service
www.tricare4u.com
866-773-0404
Members can report the death of a retiree locally

through the Retire Activity Office (RAO). The
phone number is
650-603-8047
You can also notify a MOAA member’s death to:
MOAA, Attn: MSC,
201 N Washington St, Alexandria, VA 22314
-2539.
Or: Call 1-800-234-6622
Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org. Notify SVC-MOAA
by phoning the Membership Chair–see listing on
page 2 of The Bulletin. B

Emeritus Membership
Members who have achieved 90 years are granted
"Emeritus " status and are not required to pay
membership dues.

Updated 17 Nov 2017
Donations Status as of 31 May 2017
Funds Collected: Scholarship SVC PAWS USO Total
2016
$3,960 $1,022 $339 $235 $5,556
2017 to date $ 1,701 $ 409 $ 65 $ 50 $2,225
2017 projected $4,050 $ 974 $155 $ 119 $5,298
Contributors: board members other members
2017 todate 9 of 20 (45%) 11 of 110 (10%)

surviving spouses
3 of 17 (18%)

Donations Status as of 31 October 2017
Funds Collected: Scholarship SVC PAWS USO Total
2016
$3,960 $1,022 $339 $235 $5,556
2017 to date $2,072 $ 709 $ 95 $ 150 $3,016
2017 projected Different answers if using straight line or phased analyses
Contributors:

board members

other members

surviving spouses friend/memorial

2017 todate 15 of 21 (71%) 14 of 110 (13%)

3 of 17 (18%)

2016 Donations Sept-Dec
Scholarship

SVC

USO

Sept
Oct
Nov
Dec
total

$ 98
$ 259 $120
887
290
69 $150
903
45 ____
35
238
$594 $189 $185 $2,126

$ 98
508
394
158
$1,158

2017 Donations Sept-Dec
Sept
$ 58
Oct
68
Nov
454
Dec
total
$ 580
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PAWS

Total

$100
200
30

$10
10
50

$ 168
$100 378
210 744

$330

$70 $310 $ 1,290

2

Membership Application and Renewal Form ( Revised 10/17 )

Please complete form fully

Silicon Valley Chapter Military Officers Association of America
Mail to: SVC-MOAA P.O. Box 2 Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035
Date________________
Annual Dues: $30.00
(Surviving Spouse - Emeritus - New member - Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Enroll Me As: New Member____Renewing Member____Emeritus( over 90yrs)__Surv Spouse___
Donations to SVC Fund $__________ Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to PAWS $__________
Donation to USO
$__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) Total: $____________
Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above address.
Status: Active___Reserve____ Guard___Retired____Former Officer___
If you are a new chapter member, please advise us how you learned about this chapter.
____________________________________________________________________________
Name:_____________________________/__________________/___/__________/_________
Last
First
MI
Rank
Service
Your Date of Birth__________

Spouse’s Name_____________

Address:_________________________________________/___________
Number
Street (P.O. Box, etc.)
Apt/Suite
City____________________State_______Zip_________/______
5 Digit
4 Digit
Phone(____)____________ E-mail___________________________________________________
SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self-supporting.
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Silicon Valley Chapter of the
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Field, CA 94035

December 2017

<Field Missing>
<Field Missing>

<Field
<Field Missing>

<Field

<Field Missing>

LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL -- 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS: Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on Hwy

101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.
---------------------Cut Here--------------------------------------------------------------------Cut Here----------------****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 15 Dec.
If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Keith Ott 530-219-2404
LUNCHEON PRICE - $26.00
Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM
Please reserve _______ places for the 21 December Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________ including a donation of $_______ for (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS,
USO, or undesignated donation
Make checks payable to: SVC MOAA
Mail to:

SVC MOAA, PO Box 2 Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035-0002

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF: ____________________________
Telephone: ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT:

