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MARCH LUNCHEON SPEAKER
In mid-1947 a USAF surveillance
balloon crashed at a ranch near Roswell,
New Mexico, prompting claims alleging the
crash was of an extraterrestrial spaceship.
After an initial spike of interest, the military
reported that the crash was merely of a
conventional weather balloon.
Interest
subsequently waned until the late 1970s
when conspiracy theories surfaced,
including a claim that alien bodies were
taken by cargo plane to be viewed by
Dwight D. Eisenhower. The Roswell
incident continues to be of interest in
popular media, and conspiracy theories
surrounding the event persist. Paul Hellyer,
the 90-year-old former Canadian defense
minister, claims there are more than 80
different species of aliens and some "look
just like us."
The chapter’s March luncheon speaker
will be Dr. Seth Shostak, Ph.D, an
American astronomer and currently Senior
Astronomer and Director, Center for SETI
research. The Search for Extraterrestrial
Intelligence (SETI) Institute of Mt. View is
a not-for-profit organization whose mission
is to “explore, understand and explain the
origin, nature and prevalence of life in the
universe”. Dr. Shostak will provide a
summary of current thinking about the
probability that extraterrestrial beings in
fact exist perhaps on Mars or other bodies
within the Solar System.
The question of extraterrestrial
intelligence and the existential question
"Are we alone in the universe?" is one of
the oldest and most popular in science and
is a popular theme in science fiction. The
...cont'd pg 3

Mar 2016

Luncheon Program
17 Mar 2016

Are we Alone?

Dr. Seth Shostak, Phd
Social Hour: 11:00 AM
Luncheon:
11:45 AM
Luncheon is $26.00
See Back Page for Reservations Form and Directions

If it the number above your address
is 2015 it means it is past time to
renew your membership see page 7.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
3 Mar
17 Mar
7 Apr
21 Apr

Board Meeting
Luncheon
Board Meeting
Luncheon

11:00 AM
11:00 AM
11:00 AM
11:00 AM
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At the Feb 18 lunch, it was a pleasure to hear the views of our
guest speaker regarding Washington DC and our poli=cal presiden=al
candidates. I believe it gave all “another” perspec=ve. It sure did for
me. We had a ﬁrst =me Surviving Spouse visitor and she, Jean, stated
she did not know she could be a member as a widow. Thanks to Pat
who informed her and invited her to aIend our lunch. Jean said she
was pleased to make contact with us. This just goes to show that all
need to talk with their acquaintances and inform them about MOAA
Na=onal and our MOAA Chapter. In response to the Boards push to get
the various military Chapters to aIend each other’s mee=ng and
support each other, Jerry Kromrey, from the local Reserve Oﬃcers
Associa=on (ROA), gave a brief summary of their Chapter and oﬀered
informa=on for joining them. I, hopefully with other Board members,
plan to aIend some of the various Chapters and say a few words
regarding our MOAA Chapter. Thanks to Board Member Ralph Hunt for
arranging our excellent lunch speakers.
Gil

In Memoriam
LCDR Edmund Pennell Hannum Resident of Sunnyvale
Edmund Pennell Hannum, Junior was the only child born to
Edmund Pennell Hannum, Senior and Ruth Worrell Hannum of
Chester County, Pennsylvania.
Ed was a graduate of the Episcopal Academy (High School) and the
United States Naval Academy, Class of 1964. Ed served in the United
States Navy for 20 years and then continued his career as an
Electrical Engineer in various Silicon Valley Companies.
Ed was a devoted son, husband, father, grandfather, and uncle. He is
survived by his wife of 48 years, Patricia, his children Edmund III
(Teresa), Jonathan (Laura), and his grandchildren Wyndam and
Edmund IV.
Friends and Family are in- vited to attend a Visitation Wednesday,
March 2, 2016 from 3:00P.M - 5:00P.M and Thursday, March 3,
2016 from 11:00A.M - 12:00P.M at LIMA & CAMPAGNA
SUNNYVALE MORTUARY, 1315 Hollenbeck Avenue (at Fremont
Ave.), Sunnyvale. Graveside Service and Interment will follow the
Thursday viewing on March 3, 2016 at 12:30P.M at Santa Clara
Mission Cemetery, 490 Lincoln Street, Santa Clara. Reception to
follow.
In lieu of fowers, the family requests that donations be made in Ed’s
name to any of the following or your own favorite charity: American
Lymphoma Society, USS Hornet (Alameda), Northwest YMCA of
Cupertino, CA or Bay Area Siberian Husky Rescue of Campbell, CA
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Supplement your Advance Directive

March Speaker cont'd...
basic assumption behind the existence of
extraterrestrial intelligence is inferred from the
existence of human intelligence and the size of the
known universe.
Many prominent scientists,
including Stephen Hawking have proposed that the
sheer scale of the universe makes it improbable for
intelligent life not to have emerged elsewhere.
However Fermi's Paradox highlights the apparent
contradiction between high estimates of the
probability of the existence of extraterrestrial
civilization and humanity's lack of contact with, or
evidence for, such civilizations.
Bill Diamond, SETI President and CEO wrote,
“This is an incredibly exciting time for the SETI
Institute. The number of verified planets outside of
our solar systems grows rapidly, and includes several
that may have liquid water on their surfaces. At the
same time, we are learning that life can survive in
amazing places, even in lakes sealed beneath the
Antarctic ice. These and other recent developments
virtually assure the existence, and ultimate
verification, of life beyond Earth.” NASA Chief
Scientist Ellen Stofan agreed, predicting "I think
we're going to have strong indications of life beyond
Earth within a decade, and I think we're going to
have definitive evidence within 20 to 30 years."
As the only organization that addresses the full
range of disciplines related to understanding and
explaining the origin and nature of life in the
universe, Institute scientists search for answers to
critical questions such as: How did life begin on
Earth? Where/when/how did it overcome
bottlenecks? Does it exist elsewhere? Are there other
technological life forms? Can we survive our own
technological adolescence? Is there a long future for
life on Earth? There might be some real surprises as
Dr. Shostak reveals the outcomes of SETI research.
Dr.Shostak grew up in Arlington, VA and earned
his B.S. in physics from Princeton University and a
Ph.D. in astrophysics from the California Institute of
Technology.
_______________________
SOURCE: SETI/Biography

Physician Orders for Life-Sustaining Treatment
POLST is a CA form that is printed on “pink”
paper. When you get to be of a certain age, you
have a different set of "need to know”
information. First responders will look for these
POLST forms when they come to pick you up off
the floor. The reason POLST is pink is so First
Responders can find it; they will look on the
inside of your bathroom medicine cabinet door
to see if your form is there. The current form
has an effective date of Jan 2016; a PDF is
attached here:
http://capolst.org/wpcontent/uploads/2015/12/2016_CA_POLST_En
glish.pdf
Here is an explanation of why this form is used
to supplement and Advance Directive(AD); the
most practical reason is that an AD is usually
not accessible to First Responders.
http://www.nolo.com/legalencyclopedia/californias-physician-orders-lifesustaining-treatment-polst-form.html

THIRTEEN THINGS YOUR BURGLAR
WON'T TELL YOU :
1. Of course I look familiar. I was here just last
week cleaning your carpets, painting your
shutters, or delivering your new refrigerator.
2. Hey, thanks for letting me use the bathroom
when I was working in your yard last week. While
I was in there, I unlatched the back window to
make my return a little easier.
3. Love those flowers. That tells me you have
taste... and taste means there are nice things
inside. Those yard toys your kids leave out always
make me wonder what type of gaming system they
have.
4. Yes, I really do look for newspapers piled up
on the driveway. And I might leave a pizza flyer
in your front door to see how long it takes you to
remove it.
Contd pg 5...
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statistics on unemployment to illustrate how
government works. “Unemployment is 5.6%; you
mean that many people are out of work? No, that’s
23%; you just said 5.6%; 5.6% unemployed; Right,
5.6% out of work; No, that’s 23%...” If anything, it
was an illustration why politicians need a master’s
degree in semantics just to survive the everyday gab
in Washington.
Maj Konnyu offered six conundrums, something
that is puzzling or confusing, including (1) Our
Socialists from Bernie on down say America is
capitalist and has greedy corporations who take
money from the people – yet almost half of the
American population is subsidized one way or
another just like in Socialist countries such as Great
Britain, France and Germany; (2) Nearly half of the
population is subsidized partially or fully by the
system such as through various welfare, food
stamps and health care programs - yet the subsidized
scream loudly that they are victims such as racial
discrimination victims or gender discrimination
victims; and (3) The subsidized think they are
victims - yet they are in the near majority and vote
into office the representatives who run their own
government. “And that, my friends, pretty much
sums up the USA in the 21st Century,” Konnyu said.
The historical sketches provided about political
strategic and tactical moves in both Sacramento and
Washington, D.C. were more than enough to
demonstrate proof of a very successful political
career, proud achievements, and the development of
pleasant memories. Relationships established and
maintained with some of California’s and the
nation’s most senior leaders, including California
State Assembly Speaker Willie Lewis Brown and the
late President Ronald Reagan, proved durable and
added evidence that some very influential people felt
highly of Ernie Konnyu and his work for the state
and nation. That's a pretty good resume for a guy
who emigrated from the ravages of World War II
Hungary bombed and destroyed by Soviet and
German armies. He came to America and Jefferson
City, MO at the age of twelve knowing 5 English
words all taught to him by G.I.-s so they were not
very useful in St. Peter’s Catholic school where he
started on his third day after arrival in the USA.
________________________
SOURCE: Luncheon Speaker

FEBRUARY SPEAKER REPORT
A government is the system by which a state or
community is controlled, specifically the mechanism
for determining policy and the means by which state
policy is enforced. The political history of the world
is the history of the various political entities created
by the human race throughout their existence and the
way these states define their borders. Beginning with
ancient history, political entities have expanded from
basic systems of self-governance and monarchy to
the complex democratic and totalitarian systems that
exist today. The study of how government came to
society can be made easy. Perhaps the key to this
secret event was the invention of beer and the wheel.
The chapter’s February speaker was Maj Ernest
“Ernie” Konnyu, USAF (ret), who provided an
insightful and very funny explanation of what
government is all about and how it works, the
creation of liberals and conservatives, six
conundrums on socialism in the United States, as
well as his political past and recollections about
leaders he worked with in Sacramento and
Washington as California Assemblyman and U.S.
Congressman. He assured his audience that “some of
you will laugh at my simplifications while others
might want to shut my mouth. For those who might
get angry, all I have to say is that I am retired, old
and quite harmless now. Just ask my smiling wife of
56 years.”
Beer required grain, and that was the beginning of
agriculture. Neither the glass bottle nor aluminum
can were invented yet, so while our early humans
were sitting around waiting for them to be invented,
they just stayed close to the brewery. That's how
villages were formed. The wheel was invented to get
man to the beer. These two were the foundation of
modern civilization and together were the catalyst for
splitting humans into two subgroups, liberals and
conservatives. Some men spent their days tracking
and killing animals to BBQ at night while they were
drinking beer. This was the beginning of the
conservative movement. Other men who were less
skilled at hunting, learned to live off the
conservatives by showing up for the nightly BBQ's
and doing the sewing, fetching, and hair dressing.
This was the beginning of the liberal movement.
A parody by Bud Abbott and Lou Costello, wildly
popular comics of the 1950s, featured government
-4-

Contd' from pg 3
5. If it snows while you're out of town, get a
neighbor to create car and foot tracks into the
house. Virgin drifts in the driveway are a dead
giveaway.
6. If decorative glass is part of your front
entrance, don't let your alarm company install the
control pad where I can see if it's set. That makes
it too easy.
7. A good security company alarms the window
over the sink. And the windows on the second
floor, which often access the master bedroom and your jewelry. It's not a bad idea to put motion
detectors up there too.
8. It's raining, you're fumbling with your
umbrella, and you forget to lock your door understandable. But understand this: I don't take
a day off because of bad weather.
9. I always knock first. If you answer, I'll ask for
directions somewhere or offer to clean your
gutters. (Don't take me up on it.)
10. Do you really think I won't look in your sock
drawer? I always check dresser drawers, the
bedside table, and the medicine cabinet.
11. Here's a helpful hint: I almost never go into
kids' rooms.
12. You're right: I won't have enough time to
break into that safe where you keep your
valuables. But if it's not bolted down, I'll take it
with me.
13. A loud TV or radio can be a better deterrent
than the best alarm system. If you're reluctant to
leave your TV on while you're out of town, you
can buy a $35 device that works on a timer and
simulates the flickering glow of a real television.
(Find it at http://www.faketv/ ...com/)

COLA INCHES TOWARDS ZERO

Modest growth can't get COLA out of the red
Weak energy prices and a strong dollar keep the
January Consumer Price Index low

NEW TRICARE FEES COULD BE
COMING TO YOU

Budget hikes copays, enrollment fees,
deductibles
TRICARE beneficiaries continue to be targets in
budget-balancing schemes.

WITH PROPOSED TRICARE
CHANGES, TIME IS NOT ON YOUR
SIDE

It's not just the fees, it's how they're adjusted
In his February As I See It column, MOAA
Director of Government Relations Col. Steve
Strobridge, USAF (Ret), highlights how a lessapparent aspect of DoD-proposed health care
fee changes could really bite you.

MOAA'S ANNUAL LETTER

This year promises to be a big one for military
health care
Find out how MOAA is striving to secure the
future of our servicemembers and their families
in 2016.
http://echo4.bluehornet.
com/ct/81148573:7r6P8DCNx:
m:1:233180314:5202C14DC576877121D9E4AD
959A4DEE:r
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NEW MEMBER
CHUCK PERRY
Lounging in the yard, smoke rising from the
BBQ grill, and reading the weekly newspaper can
bring immense dividends. At least that’s how new
member Capt. Charles Perry, USAF, a former
Reserve officer, saw the newspaper advertisement
about the chapter’s luncheon meeting schedule
leading him ultimately to join the chapter.
Silicon Valley Community Newspapers, serving
more than 200,000 residents in nine Santa Clara
County communities, has been good enough over
the years to publish a MOAA Silicon Valley
Chapter announcement in its Calendar section,
which from time to time attracts the attention of
potential new members.
Chuck can be found at the chapter’s luncheon
meetings and very often in conversation with others
about contemporary events and especially his
professional interest in the politics of water.
Members who might want to know more about the
drought situation and what the outcomes are likely
to be will want to meet Chuck and make his
acquaintance.
After a 1952 graduation from Northeastern
University with a BS in Civil Engineering, Chuck
was granted a commission as 2nd Lieutenant in the
U.S. Air Force Reserve. Following a call to active
duty in October of that year, he entered the Officer
Basic Course at Lackland AFB, San Antonio, TX
and later the Armament Systems Officer Course at
Lowry AFB, Denver.
His first line assignment was with the 95th
Armament-Electronics Maintenance Squadron,
95th Bomb Wing (Heavy), Biggs AFB, El Paso,
where he served until discharge in November 1957.
He was promoted to captain in the Air Force
Reserve in August 1959 and was active into 1960
with an Active Reserve unit in Sacramento.
Beginning his career, Chuck joined the
California Department of Water Resources in
February 1958 as an engineer in the Dam Design
Section, eventually rising to Chief, Earth Dam and
Relocations Design Unit. In February 1969 he
joined Wahler Associates, a geotechnical and
environmental engineering firm in Palo Alto, later
to retire in 1992 as president of the company. He
continued to consult until 1998.
__________________
SOURCE: Biography

SVC WEBSITES
Our Chapter website is www.siliconvalleymoaa.
org, a shorter link is www.svcmoaa.org. You
can also get to it from the national MOAA site:
Put the cursor over Chapters and select Chapter
Locator, CA, then Silicon Valley Chapter. From
there you may link over to our primary website
above. Our home page has links for The Bulletin and
eBulletin. B
TRICARE FOR LIFE
SERVICE
For assistance, contact the
Wisconsin Physicians Service
www.tricare4u.com
866-773-0404
REPORTING DEATHS
Members can report the death of a retiree locally
through the Retire Activity Office (RAO). The
phone number is
650-603-8047
You can also notify a MOAA member’s death to:
MOAA, Attn: MSC,
201 N Washington St, Alexandria, VA 22314
-2539.
Or: Call 1-800-234-6622
Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org. Notify SVC-MOAA
by phoning the Membership Chair–see listing on
front page of The Bulletin. B

Thought For The Month
Why do we press harder on a remote control
when we know the batteries are flat?
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Membership Application and Renewal Form
Silicon Valley Chapter Military Officers Association of America
Mail to: SVC-MOAA P.O. Box 2 Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035
Membership Application and Renewal Form
Date________________Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Aux Member____
Annual Dues: $30.00 $______(Auxiliary – Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund $__________ Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to PAWS $__________
Donation to USO
$__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to
above address.
Please complete all applicable blanks
Status: Active___Reserve____ Guard___Retired____Former Officer___ Widow(er)______
Are you a National MOAA Member?______ When did you join SVC or PROC?__________
Name:_____________________________/__________________/___/__________/_________
Last
First
MI
Rank
Service
Address:_________________________________________/___________
Number
Street (P.O. Box, etc.)
Apt/Suite
City____________________State_______Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
5 Digit
4 Digit
Phone(____)____________ E-mail___________________________________________________
SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self-supporting. Dues are not prorated. Donations can be
made to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the various funds listed above.
If you are a new chapter member, please advise us how you learned about this chapter.

Silicon Valley Chapter of the
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Field, CA 94035
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Mar 2016

LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL -- 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS: Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on Hwy

101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.
---------------------Cut Here--------------------------------------------------------------------Cut Here----------------****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 11 Mar.
If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,
please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446
LUNCHEON PRICE - $26.00
Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM
Please reserve _______ places for the 17 Mar Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________ including a donation of $_______ for (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS,
USO, or undesignated donation
Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIR-SVC
Mailto:

LTCJayCraddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF: ____________________________
Telephone: ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT:

